
 

After individuals receive treatment for their substance use dis-

order, total medical costs per patient per month are cut in 

half—from $431 to $200 

For every $1 invested in treatment, taxpayers save at least 

$7.46 in costs to society. 

Less than 10% of  people  with substance use disorders re-

ceive treatment, at a societal cost of  over $300 billion annually 

Substance use disorders cost employers more than $100 bil-

lion annually through increased accidents, increased health 

care claims and lost productivity. 

The annual economic cost of  mental health problems is esti-

mated to be at least $79 billion. Most of  this ($63 billion) re-

flects the cost of  lost productivity in the workplace. 

In Washington State, among adults surveyed for the Behav-
ioral Risk Factor Surveillance System in SFY 2009, 10.5% 
reported that, in any of  the past 30 days, a mental health con-
dition or emotional problem kept them from doing their work 
or other usual activities. 
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